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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR

MINISTRY OF LABOUR
OFFICE OF THE UNION MINISTER

Ref 9-Ah La/Div (1)20!2(:8??’
Daie: 7 2 March 2012

Dear Mz. Marshall,

First of all, T would like to mention, it is regrettable that the 11O High Level
Mission's recommendations provided in the consultations undertaken during the January
2012 were unable to be included in the Ward or Village Tract Adminstration Lew as the
concerned Ministry has submitted the Draft of the said Law 10 the Hlunaw (Paclizment)
already at that time. | deeply regrets for it

In this regard, although we make every possible ¢fiort and find the anproach how
could the recommendations made by the 1.0 experts be amended in the Ward or Village
Tract Administration Law before the Union Hluttaw( Parliament) session conciudes with
determination, because of the limutation of the time available | it was fail 10 be included all
the intended facts.

However Ministry of Home Affeirs submitted the Drafl Amending Ward or Village
Tract Administration Law 10 the Union Hluraw (Pacliament) on 21th March 2012 and
fortunately the most crucial twu essence points are approved by the Parliament 1 the last
day of the third session of the Parliament. In the amended Ward or Village Trac
Adminisiration Law, Article 27 A, the definition of Forced L abour and the Penalty which is
equivalent o the power of the Penal Code Article 374 ure unambiguously legisiated. It is
#lso clearly seen thar although maximum prisca sentence in this law Is 6 months, forced
labour penalty is one year in order to be matched with the penal code

In this context, your report to the 313 Session Governing Body in Part [11, under the
ude of "Developments in respect of the elimination of Forced Labour”, furher
developments of Conclusion (2) is 10 be updated since what you mentioned "the previous
vecommendstions of the 1LO supervisory body regarding the meed for specific
provision in law expressly prohibiting forced Iabour fn order to remove any ambiguity
arising from Axticle 359 of the Constitution and to ensure the applicability of Section
374 of the Penal Code" is alieady solved out.

You would recognize, this is & remarkable accornplishment that forced labour conid
be defined as a legisiation clearly and 10 be recorded in Myanmar's history for the very tirst
time.
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Since this law has been approved by the Parliamer, it will be enforced irmnediately
throughout the country within (14) days. | also believe that we ceuld set up the very first
basic foundation 1o implement the Joint Strategy together with other concemed Minismes
in future effecrively and efticiently,

Therefore, 1 am much obliged o request you to support for lifing the long lusting
Sanctions on Myanmar which cause Myanmar people suffer a Jot.

Attacbment: (1) Unofficial jranslation of amended Ward or Village Tract
Administration Law
(2) Amended Ward or Village Tract Admunistration Law (Myanmar

Version)
With regards,
Yours sidcerely,
! Aung Kyi
Union Minister
Ce:
- Office copy
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The Law Amending the Ward or Village Tract Administration Law
(The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Law Nao, /2012)
‘The —-— waning Day of Tabzung, 1373 M.E.
(  March 2012)

The Pyidaungsu Hulttaw hereby enacts the following law

l. This Law shall be called the Law Amending the Ward or Village Truct
Administration Law

2. In the Article 27 of the Ward or Viliage Tract Administration Law,
Article 27 A shall be supplemented as follows:

27 A - Anyone who exacts work or service from any person under the menace
of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself
volumarily shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not
exceeding one year or with a fine not more than oae hundred thousand
Kyats or with both by the relevant Courr,”
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