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Geneva, July 12010 (ACTAV INFO)

The protection of the rights of migrant workerdsmael was the main theme of a first
seminar sponsored by the ILO Bureau for Workerstiittes (ACTRAV) in Tel
Aviv on June 27-28, 2010.

The seminar is a follow-up to the decision by thist&tlrut (General Federation of
Labour in Israel) to change its Constitution tooall migrant workers to join the
organisation and enjoy full right as a member idilg to right to elect and be elected
and to benefit from the protection of the organaat

The programme, attended by 30 leaders of regionakev councils, included
presentation by Histadrut legal experts as welbhya&dCTRAYV, with particular focus
on ILO’s Convention on Migrant Workers ( 97 and L43¥rael has ratified
Convention 97. A follow-up seminar is planned dgrithe autumn 2010. It is
estimated that migrant workers represent 10 pet oéithe labour force. Official
source estimate the number as many of 100,000 unaer@ed migrant workers find
themselves in an irregular situation and are pagity vulnerable to exploitation.

This Histadrut move to allow migrant workers wasamraged by the ITUC and
ILO/ACTRAV. In a statement, the ITUC said: “it was significant step towards
ensuring an end to exploitation and helping enuleespect of their rights at work”.
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