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Global Social Policy Digest 11.3 

 

The GSP Digest has been produced under the editorship of Alexandra Kaasch with 

support from the University of Bremen Centre for Social Policy Research. It has been 

compiled by Bob Deacon (University of Sheffield, UK), Anja Jakobi (Peace Research 

Institute, Frankfurt, Germany) Alexandra Kaasch (University of Bremen, Germany), 

Sunil Kumar (London School of Economics and Political Science, UK) and Falk Lenke 

(University of Bremen, Germany). This version of the Digest is available on 

http://www.icsw.org and http://www.crop.org (a shorter version reporting events from 

late 2010 and summer 2011 will be available as part of the Global Social Policy Journal 

issue 11 2/3). All the web sites referenced were accessible in August 2011. This edition 

of the Digest covers the period May to July 2011. 
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Global Social Policies: Redistribution, Regulation and Rights 

REDISTRIBUTION 

There has been little progress so far in translating the French G20 Presidency’s 

commitment to innovative development financing including a new tax on financial 

transactions (see GSP Digest 11.2) into practice. This may be because the main relevant 

Ministerial Meetings on Work and Employment and Finance do not take place till 

September and October respectively. There is, however, Neil McCulloch and Grazia 

Pacillo’s IDS Research Report concluding that “a Tobin tax is feasible and, if 

appropriately designed, could make a significant contribution to revenue without 

causing major distortions”. 

http://www.icsw.org/
http://www.crop.org/
http://www.g20-g8.com/g8-g20/g20/english/priorities-for-france/calendar/calendar-of-the-french-presidency-of-the-g20.78.html
http://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/rr68.pdf
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Interestingly, at the world regional level, in both the European Union (EU) and 

Southern Africa there have been suggestions that regional bodies could be strengthened 

by such innovative taxes. Discussed by EurActiv, the EU Commission unveiling its 

draft budget for the seven years from 2014 proposed that much of the funds could come 

from new financial market taxes. Other possible resources include a charge on mobile 

text messages, or levies related to aviation, such as a departure tax or a kerosene tax. 

The EU announcement comes as a new Eurobarometer poll of more than 27,000 people 

shows Europeans are strongly in favour of a Financial Transaction Tax (FTT) (61%). Of 

those, more than 80% agree that if global agreement cannot be reached, an FTT should 

initially be implemented in just the EU (see also 

http://robinhoodtax.org/latest/european-commission-supports-eu-wide-financial-

transaction-tax). 

Meanwhile, a meeting of the Southern African Development Community 

(SADC) parliamentarians with NGOs at Kievits Kroon agreed that there was a “need to 

investigate the possibility of a tax on extractive industries to fund social transfers, 

preferably levied at regional level”. 

In terms of traditional official development assistance (ODA) little changes. 

About the G8 Deauville Summit in May international aid agency Oxfam warned that the 

G8 is losing credibility: 

Today the G8 made new promises in support of the Arab Spring, but unless 

they also deliver on their existing commitments to fight poverty, what’s to 

say this is not just another batch of empty promises?  

The G8 has still not accepted the official OECD verdict on their aid figures, which 

shows that their $50 billion aid promise has been missed by a massive $19 billion. A 

recent update about Multilateral Aid was provided by the OECD. An evaluation of the 

Paris Declaration can be found here: http://pd-website.inforce.dk/. Another overview of 

international donors and expenditures has been provided by UNFPA. 

This also relates to the Millennium Development Goals Report 2011, released 7 

July 2011, stating that despite progress, the most vulnerable are not reached. Duncan 

Green (OXFAM) discusses the trouble with targets. AIDWATCH is presenting the Best 

and Worth of Official Aid 2011. 

The OECD and WTO have produced Aid for Trade at a Glance 2011, drawing a 

positive picture: “aid for trade is bettering the lives of many men and women in 

developing countries”. Further contributions on the topic come from the WTO in the 

form of the Third Global Review on Aid for Trade. 

The OECD released the outcome of the Meeting of the OECD Council at 

Ministerial Level in Paris, 25-26 May 2011 – Framework for an OECD Strategy on 

Development. 

As the world population approaches seven billion, Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon stressed that ending global poverty and inequality is the key to unleashing the 

great human potential for prosperity and peaceful coexistence, while protecting the 

planet and safeguarding the natural resources that sustain humanity. To mark the Day, 

the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) launched the “7 Billion Actions” campaign to 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/priorities/brussels-plans-major-review-eu-spending-priorities-news-222856
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/public/staticDisplay.do?language=EN&id=40
http://robinhoodtax.org/latest/european-commission-supports-eu-wide-financial-transaction-tax
http://robinhoodtax.org/latest/european-commission-supports-eu-wide-financial-transaction-tax
http://www.wahenga.net/node/2140
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/applications/blogs/pressoffice/2011/05/27/oxfam-verdict-on-g8-summit/
http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=432010191P1&LANG=EN
http://pd-website.inforce.dk/
http://e2ma.net/go/7120985788/208605659/223695524/1407692/goto:http:/www.globalpolicy.org/un-finance/tables-and-charts-on-un-finance/the-financing-of-the-un-programmes-funds-and-specialized-agencies.html
http://e2ma.net/go/7120985788/208605659/223695524/1407692/goto:http:/www.globalpolicy.org/un-finance/tables-and-charts-on-un-finance/the-financing-of-the-un-programmes-funds-and-specialized-agencies.html
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Resources/Static/Products/Progress2011/11-31339%20%28E%29%20MDG%20Report%202011_Book%20LR.pdf
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=5246
http://aidwatchers.com/2011/05/rhetoric-on-%E2%80%9Caid-effectiveness%E2%80%9D-keeps-escalating-is-there-anything-to-show-for-it/
http://aidwatchers.com/2011/05/rhetoric-on-%E2%80%9Caid-effectiveness%E2%80%9D-keeps-escalating-is-there-anything-to-show-for-it/
http://www.oecd.org/document/3/0,3746,en_2649_201185_48391299_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/devel_e/a4t_e/global_review11_e.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/8/17/48106820.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/8/17/48106820.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38996&Cr=UNFPA&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38996&Cr=UNFPA&Cr1
http://7billionactions.org/
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promote dialogue on the challenges, opportunities and actions that will be needed to 

ensure a better future for humanity.  

 

REGULATION 

In terms of tax competition, there have been some developments. At a high-level 

conference “Challenges in Designing Competitive Tax Systems”, Angel Gurria (OECD 

Secretary-General), amongst other things, highlighted that better analysis was needed on 

how globalisation and economic integration impact tax systems, to limit the scope for 

tax avoidance, and to renew the international dialogue on international arrangements, 

including the OECD Model Tax Convention and Transfer Pricing Guidelines. The 

OECD also made public an OECD Model Tax Convention for discussion. At the UN, 

on 9-10 June 2011, the Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting on “2011 Update of the UN 

Model Double Taxation Convention” took place, and the UN ECOSOC, for its 

substantive session 4-29 July 2011, prepared a report ‘Strengthening of institutional 

arrangements to promote international cooperation in tax matters’. 

In May 2011, the OECD also updated its Guidelines for Multinational 

Enterprises (see also here). The OECD is further concerned about how to deal with 

future financial shocks, and presented the report of a two years’ project ‘Future Global 

Shocks’ in June 2011. 

The OECD’s International Migration Outlook 2011 was released in July. A new 

study by the IOM calls for International Cooperation on Migration in Response to 

Economic Crisis, and argues that “an agreed multilateral framework on migration 

management would make human mobility more orderly and predictable”. The 

UNESCO has announced a new major publication entitled Migration and Climate 

Change. 

 

RIGHTS 

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women convened for its 

49
th

 session, 11-29 July 2011 in New York. The first major report by UN Women is 

entitled Progress of the World’s Women – in Pursuit of Justice, and “aims to inspire 

bold action by governments and civil society to meet their commitments and also 

accelerate the achievement of women’s rights worldwide,” Michelle Bachelet, 

Executive Director of UN Women said. Meanwhile, a UN committee tasked with 

ensuring compliance with the global treaty to end discrimination against women noted: 

“there has been progress towards improving the lot of women in some countries, but 

discriminatory practices continued to limit their human rights”. Also, UNICEF and 

UNFPA launched a joint publication ‘Women’s and Children’s Rights: Making the 

Connection’, with a panel session of the CSW focusing on tensions and synergies 

between the rights of women and children. The rights of women were also addressed at 

the Human rights of women addressed at Indigenous Permanent Forum, 16-27 May 

2011. Connected is also a report Equality at Work discussed at the ILO’s 100
th

 

International Labour Conference. 

On 16 June 2011, the UN Human Rights Council (UNHCR) endorsed John 

Ruggie's ‘Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights’, a set of standards 

outlining the connection between business and human rights. This Human Rights Watch 

statement argues that  

http://www.oecd.org/document/1/0,3746,en_2649_37427_48296129_1_1_1_37427,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/1/0,3343,en_2649_33747_48065153_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax/2011EGM/index.htm
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax/2011EGM/index.htm
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2011/76
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2011/76
http://www.oecd.org/document/28/0,3746,en_2649_34889_2397532_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/28/0,3746,en_2649_34889_2397532_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,3746,en_2649_34889_44086753_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/62/0,3343,en_2649_37405_48231166_1_1_1_37405,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/62/0,3343,en_2649_37405_48231166_1_1_1_37405,00.html
http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264112605
http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/media/press-briefing-notes/pbnEU/cache/offonce?entryId=29746
http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/media/press-briefing-notes/pbnEU/cache/offonce?entryId=29746
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/social-transformations/international-migration/sv11/news/migration_and_climate_change_a_unesco_publication_on_one_of_the_greatest_challenges_facing_our_time/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/social-transformations/international-migration/sv11/news/migration_and_climate_change_a_unesco_publication_on_one_of_the_greatest_challenges_facing_our_time/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/cedaws49.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38949&Cr=gender+equality&Cr1=
http://progress.unwomen.org/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39191&Cr=gender+equality&Cr1=
http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Women_Children_Rights_UNFPA_UNICEF_final.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Women_Children_Rights_UNFPA_UNICEF_final.pdf
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2011/05/human-rights-of-women-addressed-at-indigenous-permanent-forum/
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_154779.pdf
http://www.unglobalcompact.org/news/130-06-17-2011
http://www.globalpolicy.org/un-reform/un-reform-topics/human-rights-council/50353-un-human-rights-council-weak-stance-on-business-standards.html
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Ruggie’s principles do not adequately scrutinize global business practices 

and asserts that the UNHRC missed a crucial opportunity to protect human 

rights. As the number of business-related human rights violations increases, 

the UNHRC must advocate for a set of global “rules” that require 

corporations to abide to human right protections. 

More concretely with regard to children’s rights, a three-month consultation 

period – facilitated by Save the Children, UN Global Compact and UNICEF - launched 

the Children’s Rights and Business Principles (CRBP) Initiative. Pauline Warui, 

Safaricom Chief Customer Care Officer said: “It is not expensive or difficult to business 

to commit to the seven principles on children’s rights – it is more expensive not to do 

so.” The World Day against Child Labour (12 June) raised these issues, too. Further, the 

OHCHR Committee on the Rights of the Child convened 30 May to 17 June 2011. 

Meanwhile the OECD updated its guidelines to protect human rights and social 

development. The 42 governments adhering to the OECD Guidelines for Multinational 

Enterprises adopted the 2011 update of the Guidelines at the recent 50th Anniversary 

Ministerial Meeting (see also regulation section). 

Global UN forum marked decade-long effort to promote rights of indigenous 

peoples (for background material see here). 

The second session of the new open-ended working group on the rights of older 

people (see digest 11.2) took place in New York, 1-4 August 2011. The discussions 

included topics like the right to health and social protection, as well as discrimination 

and social exclusion of older persons. Also, UN DESA News is concerned with the 

protection of human rights of older people. 

On the right to water, UN Secretary-General Bank Ki-moon said  

Let us be clear, a right to water and sanitation does not mean that water 

should be free. Rather, it means that water and sanitation services should be 

affordable and available for all … and that States must do everything in 

their power to make this happen. 

Somewhat connected was an international convention adopted by the ILO in 

June 2011 focusing on the rights of migrants, particularly domestic workers. 

Abdelhamid El Jamri, Chairperson for the UN Committee on Migrant Workers 

welcomed the convention, stating that “women migrant domestic workers, in particular, 

face additional risks related to their gender, including gender-based violence.” 

Another resolution by the UN Human Rights Council on 17 June 2011, narrowly 

adopted, “expressed grave concern at the violence and discrimination experienced by 

people because of their sexual orientation or gender identity and called for a global 

study to document the suffering they face.” This should include consideration on “how 

international human rights can be used to end violence and related human rights 

violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity”. 

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/news/138-08-02-2011
http://www.un.org/en/events/childlabourday/index.shtml
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs57.htm
http://www.oecd.org/document/23/0,3746,en_2649_34495_46674519_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,3746,en_2649_34889_44086753_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,3746,en_2649_34889_44086753_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.unmultimedia.org/tv/webcast/2011/05/global-un-forum-marks-decade-long-effort-to-promote-rights-of-indigenous-people.html
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/session_tenth.html
http://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/secondsession.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/newsletter/2011/august/feature.shtml#fea1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39163&Cr=sanitation&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38794&Cr=ilo&Cr1=
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38762&Cr=prejudice&Cr1=
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Global Social Governance 

Christine Lagarde was elected new head of the IMF from 5 July 2011. Before the 

election, an intensive debate took place, raising hopes about a non-European becoming 

IMF head for the first time in history, involving various governments and global actors. 

A report by the Bretton Woods Project and other organisations about the IMF head 

selection process is discusses by Nancy Birdsall from the CGD. Attac expects Lagarde 

to be worse than Strauss-Kahn (see also : http://www.politicalaffairs.net/should-we-get-

rid-of-the-international-monetary-fund/, http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-

568594, http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/jun/08/next-imf-boss-job). 

Others regard this decision as a breakthrough for women. The Bretton Woods Project 

ran a blog on the selection process, and the CGD a survey on who should be the next 

IMF head). In addition, more than 100 major NGOs sent a letter to the IMF’s Board of 

Governors, alerting that  

current electoral laws discriminate against developing countries in favour 

of western economies. The NGOs argue that the next managing director of 

the IMF should be approved by a majority of the member countries, rather 

than the current system that favors select western economies. 

(see also 

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2011/5/23/focus/8737631&sec=focus). 

 In terms of the continuing role of the IMF in bailing countries out of the crisis 

with the much criticized pro cyclical economic policies see recent developments in 

Portugal and Greece. The IMF programme in Portugal highlights the heavy 

conditionality attached to loans. Meanwhile, a big, and very public, fight has brewed 

over overcoming the debt in Greece (see http://brettonwoodsproject.org/imfausterity76). 

 Similarly the World Bank’s Independent Evaluation Group faults the Bank’s 

International Finance Corporation’s poverty focus, and for failing to pay attention to 

how its promotion of private sector growth impacts the poor. Meanwhile, the CGD 

hosted a roundtable on “Program-for-Results” (P4R), a proposed new lending 

instrument by the World Bank. 

Much less in focus was the re-election of Ban Ki-moon for another five-year 

term as UN Secretary-General. However, Ambassador Anwarul K.Chowdhury 

criticized the “opaque, non-democratic process”. Indeed a damning report on Ban Ki-

Moon has suggested he is overly secretive, tries to censor criticism and allows 

backroom deals to dictate who gets some top UN jobs. Also the UN Human Rights 

Council elected the first women ever to serve as its President – Laura Dupuy Lasserre 

from Uruguay. 

At a CGD event, Ernesto Zedillo diagnosed current global governance 

institutions and said they showed frightening failures. Speaking to this, the Global 

Policy Forum reports that only half a year after its creation, UN Women is significantly 

short of funding, and calls for NGOs to continue campaigning for support to the 

organization. 

The UN ECOSOC convened in Geneva in July. The Annual Ministerial Review 

this year focuses on Education. The outcome document expressed the usual MDG and 

allied aspirations. Earlier at a UN convened meeting on Global Governance Pascal 

Lamy of the WTO had urged the raising of the UN ECOSOC profile.  

http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2011/pr11260.htm
http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-568253
http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2011/05/imf-leader-selection-it%E2%80%99s-the-process-stupid.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cgdev%2Fglobaldevelopment+%28Global+Development%3A+Views+from+the+Center%29&utm_source=nl_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl_weekly_05242011
http://www.attac.org/en/Stories/co-president-attac-candidate-general-direction-imf
http://www.politicalaffairs.net/should-we-get-rid-of-the-international-monetary-fund/
http://www.politicalaffairs.net/should-we-get-rid-of-the-international-monetary-fund/
http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-568594
http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-568594
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/jun/08/next-imf-boss-job
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2011/06/new-imf-selection-a-%E2%80%9Cbreakthrough%E2%80%9D-for-women/
http://imfboss.org/
http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2011/06/five-questions-for-candidates-to-head-the-imf.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cgdev%2Fglobaldevelopment+%28Global+Development%3A+Views+from+the+Center%29&utm_source=nl_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl_weekly_06072011
http://www.globalpolicy.org/home/177-un/50280-ngos-call-for-imf-head-to-be-chosen-by-double-majority.html
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2011/5/23/focus/8737631&sec=focus
http://brettonwoodsproject.org/imfausterity76
http://brettonwoodsproject.org/ieg76
http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2011/05/program-for-results-a-new-direction-for-the-world-bank.php?utm_source=nl_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl_weekly_06012011
http://www.globalpolicy.org/home/228-topics/50420-bans-second-term-the-case-for-a-woman-secretary-general.html
http://www.globalpolicy.org/home/228-topics/50420-bans-second-term-the-case-for-a-woman-secretary-general.html
http://reformdesa.blogspot.com/2011/06/ban-ki-moon-tries-to-censor-criticism.html
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2011/06/un-human-rights-council-elects-its-first-woman-president/
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2011/06/un-human-rights-council-elects-its-first-woman-president/
http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2011/06/zedillo-warns-of-a-%E2%80%9Cfrightening-failure%E2%80%9D-of-global-institutions.php?utm_source=nl_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nl_weekly_06142011
http://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/225-general/50413-un-womens-agency-being-strangled-at-birth.html
http://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/225-general/50413-un-womens-agency-being-strangled-at-birth.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/newsletter/2011/july/global.shtml#glo1
file:///C:/Users/Ale/Documents/ALEXANDRA/Digest/DIGEST11/DIGEST11.3/(%20http:/www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp%3fsymbol=E/2011/L.28
http://www.globalpolicy.org/social-and-economic-policy/the-three-sisters-and-other-institutions/global-governance-and-the-three-sisters-1-11/50398-lamy-urges-raising-un-ecosoc-profile.html?itemid=id#951
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The UN’s Global Compact held its inaugural Global Compact Week on 16-20 

May 2011 in Copenhagen. It was convened to try to bring coherence to an increasingly 

large portfolio of Global Compact initiatives. There are now ten Global Compact issue-

related working groups and special initiatives established at the global level including 

groups on human rights, and labour. However, the close relation between business and 

the UN exemplified in the Global Compact came under fire. In May 2011, NGOs 

complained about the corporate role in UN water policy. NGOs claim that the 

relationship between these corporations and the UN has become too intimate, and that 

private corporate interests exercise undue influence over UN water policies. 

UNESCO takes over the chairmanship of the Global Migration Group (GMG) 

from July to December 2011 which will be on the theme: migration and global 

environmental change. A GMG joint statement on migration and global environmental 

change will be released during the period of the UNESCO chair. 

On the occasion of the World Health Assembly, on 16 May 2011, Director-

General of the WHO, Margaret Chan, reflected on the WHO’s role in global health. 

This is critically discussed in a post at the Center for Global Development website. 

The OECD celebrated its 50
th

 anniversary, 24-26 May 2011, presenting a new 

Vision statement, as well as a brochure over its activities. 

The 37
th

 G8 Summit took place in Deauville, 26-27 May 2011. Among the 

outcomes is a G8/Africa Joint Declaration: Shared Values, Shared Responsibilities. 

Little later, in June the ILO held its 100
th

 annual conference (see also social protection). 

Preparations for ECOSOC’s 2012 Development Co-operation Forum are under 

way. In May 2011, a High-Level Symposium, and an Istanbul LDC-IV Special Event on 

mutual accountability in LDCs were organized (a connected panel discussion in July 

was: ‘Building on Istanbul: Financial support for development efforts of LDCs, 

including through South-South and triangular cooperation’). 

 

International Actors and Social Policy  

HEALTH 

The World Health Assembly (WHA) convened for its 64
th

 session at the WHO 

headquarters in Geneva, 16-24 May 2011. The meeting discussed, amongst other things, 

the future of financing for the WHO, health-related MDGs, health systems 

strengthening (see also: http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_12-

en.pdf), and a draft WHO HIV/AIDS strategy 2011-2015. 

 

The World Bank Group’s IFC organised its fourth international health 

conference in Washington D.C., 25-27 May 2011. Under the heading of ‘The Road 

Ahead: What Next for Emerging Market Private Healthcare?’, it discussed the 

expansion of the private health sector across emerging markets. A recent World Bank 

publication is entitled: ‘How Governments Can Engage the Private Sector to Improve 

Health in Africa’. 

 

At the UN, the 2011 High-Level Meeting on AIDS took place 8-10 June 2011. 

The draft resolution ‘Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS: Intensifying our Efforts to 

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/docs/news_events/meeting_reports/GCWeek2011_SummaryReport.pdf
http://e2ma.net/go/7081229337/208573557/223204006/1407692/goto:http:/www.globalpolicy.org/un-reform/business-9-26/50248-ngos-complain-of-corporate-role-in-un-water-policy.html?ItemId=770
http://e2ma.net/go/7081229337/208573557/223204006/1407692/goto:http:/www.globalpolicy.org/un-reform/business-9-26/50248-ngos-complain-of-corporate-role-in-un-water-policy.html?ItemId=770
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/social-and-human-sciences-events/?tx_browser_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=3751&cHash=f8440131ae
http://www.who.int/dg/speeches/2011/wha_20110516/en/index.html
http://blogs.cgdev.org/globalhealth/2011/05/who-needs-a-replenishment.php?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+cgdev%2Fglobalhealth+%28Global+Health+Policy%29&&&&utm_
http://www.oecd.org/document/31/0,3746,en_2649_201185_42842847_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/36/44/48064973.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/63/52/47747755.pdf
http://www.g20-g8.com/g8-g20/g8/english/home.18.html
http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2011deauville/2011-africa-en.html
http://www.ilo.org/ilc/ILCSessions/100thSession/media-centre/news/WCMS_157996/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/2012dcf.shtml
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ecosoc/2011/PanelDiscussion_LDC.htm
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ecosoc/2011/PanelDiscussion_LDC.htm
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha64.html
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_4-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_11-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_12-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_12-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_12-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_12-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA64/A64_12-en.pdf
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/?eventid=965281
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/?eventid=965281
http://publications.worldbank.org/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=0&products_id=24034
http://publications.worldbank.org/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=0&products_id=24034
http://www.un.org/en/ga/aidsmeeting2011/
http://www.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/document/2011/06/20110610_UN_A-RES-65-277_en.pdf
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Elimiate HIV/AIDS’ was adopted by the General Assembly. UN Women suggested a 

number of key recommendations, including empowering HIV positive women as 

“agents of change”; facilitate better access for women to prevention, treatment and care 

services; ensure adequate financing for women’s needs and priorities, and address 

violence against women.” UN Women also organised a number of side events to the 

meeting. 

The health of women and children was in the focus of a speech by Deputy 

Secretary-General, Asha-Rose Migiro, to the GA at their discussions about the MDGs 

of eliminating extreme poverty and hunger by 2015. She said it was important to 

continue investing in the future and that  

healthy women delivery healthy children who can attend school and become 

part of a healthy workforce. A healthy workforce is a productive workforce 

able to do its rightful part in building cohesive, prosperous societies.  

Connected to this, we find amongst the outcomes of the G8 Summit in Deauville a 

document of G8 Commitments on Health and Food Security that states: “the G8 will 

work in coordination with a range of stakeholder involved in the global Strategy for 

Women’s and Children Health. The G8 acknowledges the recent Commission’s 

recommendations and will work to support the WHO to contribute to implement them.” 

 

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

The annual Conference of the International Labour Organization (ILO) concluded its 

100th session on Friday 17 June 2011 after taking a number of steps aimed at moving 

toward what ILO Director-General Juan Somavia called “a new era of social justice”. 

The government, worker and employer delegates at the Conference adopted a historic 

set of international standards aimed at improving the working conditions of tens of 

millions of domestic workers worldwide - the Convention on Domestic Workers. The 

new ILO standards set out that domestic workers around the world who care for families 

and households, must have the same basic labour rights as those available to other 

workers: reasonable hours of work, weekly rest of at least 24 consecutive hours, a limit 

on in-kind payment, clear information on terms and conditions of employment, as well 

as respect for fundamental principles and rights at work including freedom of 

association and the right to collective bargaining. 

 In terms of social protection policy the conference had before it the Report VI - 

Social security for social justice and a fair globalization. Discussion of this lead most 

importantly to the agreement to  

place a standard-setting item entitled “Elaboration of an autonomous 

Recommendation on the Social Protection Floor” on the agenda of the 

101st Session of the International Labour Conference, 2012, with a view to 

the adoption then of a Recommendation 

This means that assuming such a recommendation on the Social Protection Floor is 

agreed in 2012 that the ILO will have resolved, in effect, on a standard that all countries 

should adopt not just for workers but for citizens and residents. Interesting is the report 

of the discussions of the Committee for the Recurrent Discussion on Social Protection 

that recommended this course of action. It highlights the tension between those who 

regard the SPF as a desirable end in its own right and those (mainly workers 

representatives) who regard it as stepping stone to the wider ratification of the social 

security based Convention 102. Subsequently the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Trade Union 

Programme organised a seminar in Berlin on the topic ‘No Social Justice Without 

http://www.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/document/2011/06/20110610_UN_A-RES-65-277_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38647&Cr=hiv&Cr1=aids
http://www.unwomen.org/calendar-of-events/?event_id=16
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2011/06/investing-in-health-of-women-and-children-helps-development/
http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2011deauville/deauville/2011-deauville-accountability-report.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/ilc/ILCSessions/100thSession/lang--en/index.htm#a2
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_155656.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_157836.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/ilc/ILCSessions/100thSession/reports/reports-submitted/WCMS_152819/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/ilc/ILCSessions/100thSession/reports/reports-submitted/WCMS_152819/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_157820.pdf
http://www.fes.de/gewerkschaften/common/pdf/Programme_NoSocialJustice.pdf
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Social Protection: What can international development cooperation do to make the 

Social Protection Floor Initiative work?’ 

The UNICEF Social and Economic Policy Update June 2011 focussed on social 

protection, including contributions on the MDGs and equity, children’s rights, and 

HIV/AIDS. UNICEF has also published its Social Protection Floor Costing Tool, which 

allows estimating the costing of different social protection measures and helps examine 

the affordability and sustainability of increasing the scope and extent of social 

protection coverage by providing concrete quantitative figures over a 20 year period. 

The tool can be used to analyse both existing and planned social protection benefits. 

In the latest newsletter by the UN Research Institute for Social Development 

(UNRISD) Katja Hujo reports on sustainable financing for social policies 

Policy debates on implementing and expanding social policies in developing 

countries often revolve around costs and affordability. Some contend that 

poor countries cannot afford to provide public social services due to a lack 

of fiscal resources. Yet UNRISD research shows that universal social 

policies are not only more cost-efficient but also have better delivery with 

regard to social development. 

Katja Hujo was also one of the several UN agency representatives (e.g. from ILO, IMF, 

World Bank, UNICEF) at an ODI Financing the Cost of Social Protection Workshop on 

26 - 27 May 2011 in London.  

Meanwhile the World Bank’s new Director of Social Protection, Arup Banerji 

continues to pursue his own consultations towards the drafting of the new “three Ps” 

Social Protection and Labour Strategy 2012-2022.
1
 The first round of consultations have 

been completed and a new draft will appear in September. The Social Protection & 

Labor Strategy Advisory Group also held its First Meeting in Paris, on 27-28 April 

2011. 

Regarding the global labour market the OECD Economic Outlook has been 

released, including special chapters on high unemployment, and an OECD Economics 

Department Policy Note asks Persistence of High Unemployment: What Risks? What 

Policies? The Second Conference on Regulating for Decent Work was held at the ILO 

in Geneva, with the theme of ‘Regulating for A Fair Recovery’. Some 300 participants, 

including academics, economists, lawyers and representatives of governments, trade 

unions and employers’ organizations from around the world examined the state of 

labour market regulation in the wake of the global economic crisis and how to forge a 

fair recovery for workers, with a special focus on wage and income inequality. A new 

report by the ILO on the topic ‘The Global Crises. Causes, Responses and Challenges’ 

shows how well-designed employment and social policies can now play a crucial role in 

both boosting job creation and making economic growth more solid and equitable.  

The Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics (ABCDE) 

conference took place in Paris 30 May to 1 June 2011, dealing with topics such as 

inequality, job creation, social protection and gender equity. 

In July 2011, the IMF released a new panel database on the labour market 

regulation in low-, middle- and high-income countries, including information on 

                                                 
1
 The three Ps are Prevention (Social Security), Protection (Social Assistance) and Promotion (Accessing 

Work and Human Capital Development) 

http://www.unicef.org/socialpolicy/index_55915.html
http://www.unicef.org/socialpolicy/index_57385.html
http://www.unicef.org/aids/files/Social_Protection_Brief_LowresOct2010.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/socialpolicy/index_56917.html
http://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/newsview.nsf/%28httpNews%29/D81C0EF0D98B7BFBC12578A200596D4F?OpenDocument
http://www.odi.org.uk/events/details.asp?id=2633&title=financing-cost-social-protection#report
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTSOCIALPROTECTION/0,,contentMDK:22655232~menuPK:7405644~pagePK:148956~piPK:216618~theSitePK:282637~isCURL:Y,00.html
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/280558-1274453001167/7089867-1279223745454/7253917-1291314603217/7595300-1299088294716/sp_strategy_ag_mtg_report_4-11.pdf
http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?sf1=identifiers&st1=9789264063471
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/61/25/47657821.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/61/25/47657821.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/travail/whatwedo/eventsandmeetings/WCMS_146259/lang--en/index.htm?ssSourceSiteId=global
http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-online/books/WCMS_155824/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/@publ/documents/publication/wcms_155824.pdf
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTABCDE/0,,contentMDK:22792629~pagePK:64168445~piPK:64168309~theSitePK:7455677,00.html?cid=decresearch
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTABCDE/0,,contentMDK:22792629~pagePK:64168445~piPK:64168309~theSitePK:7455677,00.html?cid=decresearch
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/cat/longres.aspx?sk=25015.0
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unemployment insurance systems, minimum wage regulations, and employment 

protection legislation. 

Constantly changing conditions of labour markets in the context of globalization 

and the growing scale of international migration has generated significant concerns 

about the social rights and social protection available to people outside their countries of 

origin. Heads of social security organizations from Europe and Eurasia have recognized 

the urgent need to strengthen the social protection of migrant workers in the region, and 

have committed to develop common principles for social security systems to cover this 

group, at an international meeting in Baku, Azerbaidjan, that concluded on 29 June 

2011. The proposal to develop a common framework guidance document was proposed 

by seminar participants, who agreed to establish a working group jointly between the 

ISSA and the International Association of Pension and Social Funds (IAPSF).  

The OECD Better Life Initiative and the work programme on ‘Measuring 

Progress’ allow understanding what drives well-being of people and nations and what 

needs to be done to achieve greater progress for all. Your Better Life Index, designed to 

let you visualise and compare some of the key factors – like education, housing, 

environment, and so on – that contribute to well-being in OECD countries. 

At the OECD Ministerial Meeting on Social Policy in Paris on 2-3 May 2011, 

Ministers exchanged views on the serious short- and long-term challenges citizens are 

facing today and on what they could do to address them. They discussed the social 

impact of the global economic crisis and compared approaches to adapt social policy to 

support the recovery. Under the broad umbrella of family policies, they discussed good 

practices in removing barriers to family formation, enhancing the well-being of 

children, promoting gender equality in employment, and innovative approaches to 

improve service delivery for vulnerable families. The final session focused on social 

policy strategies to balance the needs of different generations, the fiscal and social 

impact of pension reforms, and caring for children, adults with long-term health 

conditions and /or disabilities, and for an increasing number of vulnerable older persons. 

 On pensions, the OECD released its 2011 edition of OECD’s Pension Markets in 

Focus report on 25 July 2011; reflecting some uncertainty about the future of pensions 

funds in the Euro zone. Just a month earlier, though, the Government at a Glance 2011 

data let the OECD suggest 

Unsustainable fiscal positions in many countries will require a reduction in 

public expenditures, and in some cases revenue increases. But future fiscal 

consolidation efforts will also offer the opportunity to rethink and reform 

the public sector to improve its performance. 

Still, another OECD report “Help Wanted? Providing and paying for long-term care” 

predicts that  

Spending on long-term care in OECD countries is set to double, even triple, 

by 2050, driven by ageing populations. Governments need to make their 

long-term care policies more affordable and provide better support for 

family careers and professionals 

There is also an on-going public consultation of the OECD and International 

Organisation of Pensions Supervisors (IOPS) inviting comments on draft Good 

Practices on Pension Funds’ Use of Alternative Investments and Derivatives. 

http://www.issa.int/News-Events/News2/New-framework-to-promote-the-social-protection-of-migrant-labour
http://www.issa.int/News-Events/Events/Opening-of-the-ISSA-Focal-Point-for-Eurasia-and-Technical-Seminar-on-the-Social-protection-of-migrant-workers-and-globalization
http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/
http://www.oecd.org/document/3/0,3343,en_21571361_47089446_47468035_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/2/0,3343,en_21571361_47089446_47522050_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/2/0,3343,en_21571361_47089446_47522050_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/10/0,3343,en_21571361_47089446_47523018_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/48/0,3343,en_21571361_47089446_47523248_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/32/0,3746,en_2649_37411_48439328_1_1_1_37411,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/32/0,3746,en_2649_37411_48439328_1_1_1_37411,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/gov/indicators/govataglance
http://www.oecd.org/document/13/0,3746,en_21571361_44315115_48244813_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/61/0,3746,en_21571361_44315115_35490493_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/38/0,3746,en_2649_37411_48330214_1_1_1_37411,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/21/59/48340973.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/21/59/48340973.pdf
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EDUCATION 

In the last months, UNESCO presented its global monitoring report 2011 in different 

countries. The report, officially launched in New York in March, assesses that most 

countries are unlikely to reach the MDGs in 2015. On-going armed conflicts are one 

main reason for this lack of implementation, and this year’s annual report focuses on 

this theme. Also, in early July the UN Security Council adopted a resolution that 

condemned attacks to schools, an issue that has first been put on the agenda by 

UNESCO some years before. Education International welcomed the resolution as an 

important step in clarifying that violence against schools is not tolerated. 

So far, the year has mainly been marked by new strategies and the beginning of 

their implementation: The World Bank has started to implement its new strategy, 

decided in late April 2011, and focussing on learning as overarching theme. This also 

implies a shift away from education systems to diverse learning environments, including 

private provision. The ILO has started to implement its skill development programme, 

focusing on the G20 countries. It is to be seen how far the focus on these countries is 

transferable to other ILO members. Also the OECD has started intensified work on 

skills, expecting to deliver the first skill strategy in 2013. 

 

FOOD 

Food policy has become even more important, given that the general high food prices 

have now been overshadowed by the hunger crisis at the Horn of Africa. The United 

Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned that two million children are malnourished 

as a result of the drought in the Horn of Africa, and half a million could soon die or 

suffer long-lasting mental or physical damage. The agency appealed for nearly $32 

million to assist millions of children and women in Kenya, Somalia, Ethiopia and 

Djibouti, which are all facing a crisis that is being called the worst in 50 years. High 

food prices and prolonged drought are worsening an already dire situation for thousands 

of families in need of food and water, according to UNICEF. Also the FAO calls the 

international community to extend all the necessary political, moral and financial means 

required to comprehensively address the worsening crisis now affecting the Horn of 

Africa and help nations in the region to secure food.  

In June the WTO and other organizations published a report develops “options 

for G20 consideration on how to better mitigate and manage the risks associated with 

the price volatility of food and other agriculture commodities, without distorting market 

behaviour, ultimately to protect the most vulnerable”. The report was requested by G20 

leaders at their summit meeting in November 2010 and submitted to the French 

Presidency of the G20 on 2 June 2011. The report, which was undertaken by FAO, 

IFAD, IMF, OECD, UNCTAD, WFP, the World Bank, the WTO, IFPRI and the UN 

HLTF, states that “trade is an essential component of any food security strategy”. 

General Ban Ki-moon underlined the importance of promoting food security, saying 

that ensuring everyone has enough to eat has a positive spill-over effect on health, 

education and the empowerment of women, key catalysts for progress towards 

internationally agreed poverty eradication targets. International organizations and the 

G20 leadership should also work together to limit excessive food price volatility, and 

governments must be encouraged to expand and improve food-based safety nets that 

safeguard nutrition. 

http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/global-news-archive/single-news/news/the-ibe-is-co-organizing-the-launch-of-unescos-2011-education-for-all-global-monitoring-report/106.html
http://www.ei-ie.org/en/news/news_details/1884
http://go.worldbank.org/DTQZ9EKJW0
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@integration/documents/publication/wcms_151966.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/document/6/0,3746,en_2649_33723_47414086_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38979&Cr=Horn+of+Africa&Cr1
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/81662/icode/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/81662/icode/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news11_e/igo_10jun11_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news11_e/igo_10jun11_report_e.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38956&Cr=food+security&Cr1
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HABITAT, LAND, HOUSING 

In July 2011, UN-HABITAT called for National Urban Policies to face the increase of 

urban population, poverty and inequality. The Executive Director noted that:  

We need to re-think the urban agenda and to adopt a new approach to the 

huge urbanization challenge. It is time for urban policies beyond housing 

policies we have had in the past years. Our future cities must generate 

wealth, equity and freedom. 

The need for urban policies to go beyond housing is not new.
2
 The real challenge for 

UN-Habitat is how to get nation states to formulate and implement urban policies that 

go beyond housing. 

The 2011 World Habitat Day is 3
rd

 October and will be launched in Mexico with 

the theme of ‘Cities and Climate Change’. The 2011 World Water Week will be hosted 

by the Stockholm International Water Institute, 21 - 27 August; its theme is 

‘Responding to Global Changes: Water in an Urbanising World’.  

The Cities Alliance open-access grant facility has been replaced by the Catalytic 

Fund (CATF). This is a ‘funding instrument which provides grant support for projects 

that strengthen and promote the role of cities in poverty reduction and in sustainable 

urban development.  Priority for Catalytic Fund support is given to cities, local 

authorities, associations of local authorities and/or national governments’.  Since its 

launch in January 2011, 174 concept notes were received under CATF, of which seven 

have been approved at a total cost of US $1.6 million. 

The Urbanization Knowledge Partnership of the World Bank aims to ‘provide 

the world’s “go to” hub for creating, sharing, and trading knowledge on urbanization. 

This means moving beyond a static repository, and beyond conferences and workshops, 

towards an open-source knowledge exchange -- a global nexus of urban stakeholders, 

that evolves over time’. 

‘Planning for Climate Change: A strategic values-based approach for urban 

planners’, was published by UN-Habitat. ‘Climate change, disaster risk, and the urban 

poor: Cities building resilience for a changing world’ by the World Bank notes that:  

‘Poor people living in slums are at particularly high risk from the impacts 

of climate change and natural hazards. They live on the most vulnerable 

lands within cities, typically areas that are deemed undesirable by others 

and are thus affordable … This study examines the inter-linkages between 

climate change, disaster risk, and the urban poor, underscoring four key 

messages: the urban poor are on the front line; city governments are the 

drivers for addressing risks through ensuring basic services; city officials 

build resilience by mainstreaming risk reduction into urban management; 

and that significant financial support is needed’. 

                                                 
2
 see, for example, World Bank, Urban Policy and Economic Development: An Agenda for the 1990s. 

Washington, DC, World Bank, 1991 and UNDP, Cities, People and Poverty: Urban Development 

Cooperation for the 1990s. New York, United Nations Development Programme, 1991 

http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=10064&catid=5&typeid=6&subMenuId=0
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=3108
http://www.worldwaterweek.org/
http://www.citiesalliance.org/ca/CATF_FAQ
http://www.urbanknowledge.org/
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=3164
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=3164
http://go.worldbank.org/BPXUJ3ARJ0
http://go.worldbank.org/BPXUJ3ARJ0

