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TRAINING ON CHILD LABOUR AND EDUCATION POLICY

Representatives of Ministries of Labour, Ministries of Education and teachers’
trade unions recently participated in a new training programme on child labour

and education policy. The programme, conducted at the ILO’s International Training
Centre in November 2007, considered education policy approaches that can help to
remove barriers to education facing child labourers.

Some 17 countries were represented at the event, bringing together a wide range
of practical experience in tackling child labour. The need to address financial barri-
ers to education, both school fees and indirect costs of education, was a recurring
theme in the discussions. Representatives from Brazil reported on the positive
impact that cash transfer programmes had had on school attendance and reducing
child labour.

Participants also discussed the practical problems which can arise when coun-
tries succeed in boosting school enrolment but are insufficiently prepared to pro-
vide a quality education to the children being enrolled. Representatives of the global
organization of teachers’ trade unions, Education International, drew attention to
the importance of the ILO and UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of
Teachers, to ensure the goal of a high-status teaching profession and good quality
of education.

The programme also considered the specific approaches needed when working
with out-of-school child labourers, the impact of HIV/AIDS on child labour, and the
linkages between education and labour markets.

The course will be run again at the Turin Training Centre in 2008 (see Turin Course
Calendar). IPEC also hopes to be able to deliver the training programme at regional
and national levels. For further information contact ipec@ilo.org
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